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Types and Structure of Global Environmental Protection in International Environmental Law
 ― Contemporary Meaning of Principle 21 of the 1972 Stockholm Declaration ―
ICHINOSE, Takahiro
Principle 21 of the 1972 Stockholm Declaration provides that States have the responsibility to ensure that 
activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of 
areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. This Principle, which is reiterated in Principle 2 of the 1992 
Rio Declaration and also stressed in the Nuclear Weapons Advisory Opinion of the ICJ in 1996, forms now an 
important cornerstone in the international environmental law.
This paper tries to analyze the structure and function of Principle 21 reflected in the several types of global 
environmental protection such as transboundary air pollution, climate change, marine pollution by tanker accidents 
and protection of the Antarctic environment.
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